Minehead & District Choral Society -

VENUE

CONDUCTOR

Programme of Concerts 1932-2024

REHEARSAL

where known

where known

ACCOMPANIST

1931 Choral society founded, initially wirh choral and orchestrasections where known
A.E.Monk was the organst at St.Michaels, Minehead
A.E.Hiorns was the Methdist Church Organist and was appointed Rehearsal accompanist
William and Elwyn Amherst were recent arrivals livingin Paganel Road
1932 | April Mendelssohn 'Hymn of Praise St.Michael's, Minehead |A.E.Monk A.E.Hiorns/Elwyn Amherst
1933 |May Brahms 'Song of destiny', Bach'Jesu, Joy 'and 'Treasure' St.Michael's, Minehead |A.E.Monk A.E.Hiorns/Elwyn Amherst
Orchestral section discontinued on grounds of expense
1934 |March Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church A.E.Monk A.E.Hiorns/Elwyn Amherst
Edward White became the regular accompanist
Where two names are given it is likely the second was playing the organ
ataconcert
1935|January |Miscellaneous programme Womens' Institute Hall Edward White A.E.Hiorns
1935 | April Haydn, 'Creation’ Methodist Church A.E.Monk Edward White A.E.Hiorns
December |Handel, 'Messiah' [and Christmas music] Methodist Church A.E.Monk Edward White A.E.Hiorns
1936 |April Mendelssohn 'St.Paul’ Methodist Church A.E.Monk Edward White A.E.Hiorns
H.H.Routledge was the new organist at St.Michael's Church
December |Carols St.Andrew's Church H.H.Routledge
1937 | April Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church H.H.Routledge Edward White A.E.Hiorns
1938 |February |Hymn of Praise Methodist Church H.H.Routledge Edward White/Harold Langdon
1938 | April Maunder, 'Olivet to Calvary' St.Andrew's Church H.H.Routledge Edward White, A.J. Taylor
1940|April Hiller, 'Song of Victory' Methodist Church Jack Trahurn Edward White
1941 |March Haydn, 'Creation’ Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Edward White/A.A.Parsons
Use of the Regal Ballroom required a platform be erected for the choir
The ballroom later became alarge shop and is now the new Cinema.
1941 |May Handel, 'Judas Maccabaeus' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Edward White/A.A.Parsons
1942 |March Coleridge Taylor, 'Hiawatha' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Edward White
June Handel, 'Samson' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Edward White
1943 |February |Mendelssohn's'Elijah’ Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Edward White




May Bach 'Peasant Cantata' and 'My spirit was in heaviness' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Edward White
December [Handel, 'St.Cecelia's Day' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Edward White
1944 | May Elgar, 'King Olaf' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
November | German, 'Merrie England' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1945 | May Haydn, The Seasons' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Handel, 'Messiah' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1946 | April Elgar 'The Music Makers' with Kathleen Ferrier Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |S.Coleridge-Taylor 'The Song of Hiawatha' Queen's Hall W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1947 | April Mendelssohn's 'Elijah’ Regal Theatre W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December [Stanford, 'Songs of the Sea' & 'The Revenge' Queen's Hall W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1948 |March Purcell 'Osingnto the Lord' & Bach 'St.Luke Passion' Queen's Hall W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Programme of Christmas Music Queen's Hall W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1949 |March Edward German 'Tom Jones' Queen's Hall W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Gounod 'Faust' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1950|March Bach 'My spirit wasin heaviness' & 'Peasant Cantata’, Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
September|Battle of Britain Week Concert [several items] Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Elgar, 'King Olaf’ Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1951 |March Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
May Festival of Britain Music by British Composers Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Benjamin Britten 'St.Nicholas' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1952 | April Bach, 'The Passion of our Lord According to St.John' St.Andrew's Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Handel 'Samson' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1953 | April Elgar 'Music Makers', Handel 'The King Shall Rejoice' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1954 | April Vaughan Williams Toward the Unknown Region' &
Five Mystical Songs Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December [Purcell 'King Arthur'and Christmas Carols Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1955 |March Handel 'Mirth and Melancholy'and other items Wheddon Cross Hall W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
April Mendelssohn's 'Elijah' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Christmas Music Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1956 | April Vaughan Williams 'A Cotswold Romance' [& piano concerto] Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst




December |Benjamin Britten 'St.Nicholas' [& Oboe concerto] St.Andrew's Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1957 |May Motets and Part Songs, & Violin Concerto Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Christmas Music Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1958 | April Brahms 'ASong of Destiny' and Bizet '‘Carmen’ Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Bach 'Sleepers Wake!' & Christmas Carols /Vaughan Williams] Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1959 | April Purcell and Handel 'Israel in Egypt' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Christmas Music Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1960 | April Bach, 'The Passion of our Lord According to St.John' St.Andrew's Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Christmas Music Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1961 |March Brahms 'German Requiem' & Jesu Joy and Treasure St.Michael's, Minehead |W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
November | Music for St.Cecelia's Day [Britten, Purcell] Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1962 | April Mendelssohn 'St.Paul’ St.Michael's, Minehead |W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
November |Vaughan Williams ;In Windsor Forest' & Christmas Music Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1963 | April Bach 'Jesu Priceless Treasure' St.Michael's, Minehead |Lionel Dakers Elwyn Amherst
May Brahms 'Requiem' with other choirs Exeter Cathedral W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
November |Vivaldi 'Gloria', Blow 'Awake my Lyre'. Vaughan Williams 'Benedicite' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1964 |March Bach 'St.Matthew Passion' St.Michael's, Minehead |W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1965 |March Elgar, Dream of Gerontius St.Michael's, Minehead |W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Christmas Music Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1966 |March Handel 'St.John Passion' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December | Mendelssohn 'Elijah' St.George's Dunster W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1967 | April Variety Regal Ballroom P.Gellhorn Elwyn Amherst
June Mendelssohn 'Elijah' -combined choirs Exeter University W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Bach 'Christmas Oratorio' Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1968 | April Britten 'Rejoicein the Lamb'and Brahms 'Requiem’ Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Variety St.Michael's, Minehead |W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1969 |March Dyson 'The Canterbury Pilgrims' Regal Ballroom L.Dakers Elwyn Amherst
May Verdi 'Requiem' -combined choirs Exeter Cathedral W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December [Music for Advent and Christmas Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
1970 |April Haydn 'Massin D Minor' and Elgar 'The Music Makers' St.Georges,Dunster W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Beethoven 'Massin C' and Christmas Carols St.Georges,Dunster W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst




1971 |March Dvorak 'Te Deum'Bach 'Cantata God So Loved the World, Fauré 'Requiem’ St.George's,Dunster W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
May Programme of Church Music St.Andrew's Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Britten [Ceremony of Carols' and Bach 'Christmas Cantata' Regal Ballroom W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst

1972 | April Heinrich Schutz 'Centenary Concert', Vaugham Williams St.George's,Dunster W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst
December |Schubert 'Massin G', 'Come Redeemer' and Piano Concerto Methodist Church W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst

1973 | April Durufle 'Regiem; and Bach 'Cantata O Light Everlasting' St.George's,Dunster W.J.Amherst Elwyn Amherst

William .J.Amherst laid down his baton after 33 years as conductor.
December |Bach 'Jesu Priceless Treasure' & Vivaldi 'Gloria' Methodist Church Noel Gallup Joyce Pickford

1974 | April Cancelled dueto 'National Emergency' [Coal minersstrike]

December |Pergolesi 'Magnificat', Poston 'The Nativity' and Carols Methodist Church Noel Gallup Joyce Pickford
St.George's in Dunster was increasingly used because organsin the
Methodist Church and St.Michaels were in need of repair
1975 |March Mendelssohn 'Elijah' St.George's,Dunster David Horwood Joyce Pickford
April 22nd AGM, David Horwood resigned due to pressure of work
but agreed to do one more concert.

1976 |February |Handel, 'The Passion of Christ' and Four Coronation Anthems' Methodist Church David Horwood Joyce Pickford
May A summer serenade [several items] W.S.School Alcombe Keith Jones Joyce Pickford
December |Sch(itz 'The Christmas Story and Carols St.George's,Dunster Keith Jones Joyce Pickford

Rehearsal room - started using the'annexe' at St.Michael's Alcombe

1977 |March Bach 'Church Cantatano.6' & Mozart 'Requiem Mass' Methodist Church Keith Jones Joyce Pickford
June Concert of church music [fund raiser for Save the Children] Methodist Church Keith Jones Joyce Pickford
December |Cantatas by Bach and Buxtehude, and carols St.George's,Dunster Keith Jones Joyce Pickford

1978 | April Purecell 'Osingunto the Lord' & Handel 'Dettingen te deum Methodist Church Keith Jones Joyce Pickford
September|Fundraising concert with Brian Burrows [tenor] W.S.School Alcombe Keith Jones Joyce Pickford
December |Christmas Concert St.George's,Dunster Keith Jones Joyce Pickford

1979 | April Bach 'St.Matthew Passion' Methodist Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
December |Christmas Concert St.Michaels Keith Jones Braden Hunwick

1980 | April Handel 'Acis and Galatea' & Warlock 'Capriol Suite Methodist Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
May Procession of Praise [St.Andrews church centenary] St.Andrew's Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
June Concert in memory of Noel Gallop in aid of St.Mary's restorstion fund Stogumber Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
December |Vivaldi 'Gloria', Byrd 'Magnum Mysterium', and Christmas music St.Michael's, Minehead |Keith Jones Braden Hunwick

1981 |May Golden Jubilee concert. "'Jubilee History' published.




There isacopyin the Archive.

Purcell 'Hail bright Cecelia, Britten 'Rejoicein the Lamb' Methodist Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
John Harper, 'Adiary of Quantock Spring' -
[Commissioned, first performance, Conductor's scorein Archive]
December |Handel, 'Messiah' and Carols St.George's,Dunster Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
1982 | April Beethoven 'Massin C' & Fauré 'Requiem’ St.Andrew's Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
December |Amirez 'Navidad Nuestra' and Carols St.Georges,Dunster Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
1983 | April Bach 'St.John Passion' St.Andrew's Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
December |Words and Music for Christmas St.George's,Dunster Peter Cartright Braden Hunwick
1984 |May Haydn 'Spring and summer' from The Seasons, Brahms'Song of Destiny'
Dvorak 'Te Deum' Methodist Church Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
December |Music for Christmas St.George's,Dunster Keith Jones
1985|May Mendelssohn 'Elijah' Methodist Church Braden Hunwick Peter Cartright
May The Mikado [concert version] Minehead First School Keith Jones
December | Music for Christmas St.Georges,Dunster Keith Jones Braden Hunwick
1986 |March Dvorak 'Stabat Mater', Vaughan Williams 'Mystical Songs] St.Andrew's Church Keith Jones
December |Music for Christmas Methodist Church Keith Jones Programmes do not
1987 |May Music for an April Evening [Arts Festival] with young musicians Minehead First School Keith Jones mention the rehearsal
Haydn 'The Creation. Methodist Church Keith Jones accompanist from here on
December [Music for Christmas Methodist Church Keith Jones
1988 | April Music for Good Friday, & Mozart 'Requiem Mass' Methodist Church Keith Jones The following names often
November | Church music of three centuries St.Michael's Alcombe Keith Jones appear as ‘organist’
1989 |February |BaroqueSplendour' [Purcell, Handel, Bach] St.Andrew's Church Keith Jones over a period of time
May S.Coleridge-Taylor 'Hiawatha' W.S.School Alcombe Keith Jones
December |A Feast of Christmas Music, with the Exmoor Ensemble Methodist Church Keith Jones Barry Bygraves
1990 | April Fauré 'Requiem, Rossini 'Stabat Mater' West Sommerset School |Keith Jones Ronald Tickner
June Edward German 'Merrie England' Minehead First School Keith Jones Peter Cartright
Keith Jones handed over the baton after fifteen years Robert Tucker
December |Music for Christmas, with the Exmoor Ensemble Methodist Church Peter Brown Keith Jones
1991 | April Handel, 'Messiah' Methodist Church Peter Brown
December | Music for Christmas Methodist Church Peter Brown
1992 | April Buxtehude 'Alles was ihr tut' and Haydn 'Maria Theresa Mass' Methodist Church Peter Brown




December

Music for Christmas, including Bac, 'Christmas Oratorio'

Methodist Church

Peter Brown

1993 | April English Anthemsincluding Handel 'Chandos Anthems' & Parry 'l was glad' Methodist Church Peter Brown
December |Vivaldi 'Magnificat' and Rutter Carols Methodist Church Peter Brown
The West Somerset College at Alcombe was often a preferred venue
when orchestras were used. A special platform was erected for the choir.
1994 | April Mendelssohn 'Elijah' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
December |Bach 'Christmas Oratorio' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
1995 | April Handel 'Judas Maccabaeus' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
May Somerset Serenade [folk songs and flute solos][Fund raiser] W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
May Somerset Serenade [folk songs and flute solos][Fund raiser] Dulverton Middle Sch. Peter Brown
December |Christmas music including Vaughan Williams 'Fantasia on Christmas Carols' |Methodist Church Peter Brown
1996 | April Peter Brown 'Way beyond the Cross' and Rossini 'Petite Messe Solonelle' Methodist Church Peter Brown
April Peter Brown 'Way beyond the Cross' and Rossini 'Petite Messe Solonelle' Taunton Peter Brown
November |Handel, 'Messiah' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
December [Music for Christmas Methodist Church Peter Brown
1997 | April Mozart 'Requiem' and Bruckner 'Motets' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
November |Haydn 'Massin B Flat' and Pergolesi 'The Magnificat' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
December [Music for Christmas Methodist Church Peter Brown
1998 | April Handel 'Israel in Egypt' W.S.College Alcombe Peter Brown
December [Music for Christmasincluding Maunder's 'Bethlehem' Methodist Church Peter Brown
1999 | April Mendelssohn 'Elijah' Methodist Church Peter Brown
December [Handel 'Messiah' pt1, Charpentier 'Midnight Mass, &
Peter Brown 'Two thousand years and more' Regal Theatre Peter Brown
2000 | April Handel 'Messiah'pt2&3 & Peter Brown 'Way Beyond the Cross Regal Theatre Peter Brown
December |Vaughan Williams 'Fantasia on Christmas Carols, Bach 'Christmas Oratorio, |Regal Theatre Peter Brown Robert Tucker
2001 |March Haydn ‘The Creation' Regal Theatre Peter Brown Robert Tucker
December |Elgar, 'Banner of St.George', Fauré 'Cantique de Jean Racine, Weelkes 'Gloria' |Regal Theatre Peter Brown Robert Tucker
2002 | April Fauré 'Requiem’, Vivaldi 'Gloria', excerptsfrom Handel's 'Messiah' Regal Theatre Peter Brown Robert Tucker
December |Handel 'Zadok the Priest, Parry 'l was glad', Carols Regal Theatre Peter Brown Robert Tucker
2003 | April Haydn 'Maria Theresa' Mass, Mendelssohn 'Hymn of Praise' Regal Theatre Peter Brown
December |Somervell 'Christmas' and Carols Regal Theatre Peter Brown Robert Tucker
2004 | April J.S.Bach 'St.John Passion' Regal Theatre Peter Brown




November

Handel 'Messiah'

Regal Theatre

Peter Brown

December |Carols for Audience and Choir St.Andrew's Church Peter Brown
2005 [April Vivaldi 'Gloria'and Haydn's 'Nelson' Mass Regal Theatre Peter Brown
Peter Brown retired consequent on ill health after fifteen years
December | Mozart 'Requiem Mass' and Sacred Motets Methodist Church Keith Jones
2006 | April An English Evening [Rutter, Liddle, Elgar, P.Brown] Regal Theatre Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
November |Schubert 'German Mass' and Peterson's 'Night ofMiracles' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2007 |May Handel 'Coronation Anthems', Jenkins'Armed Man', Regal Theatre Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
Mendelssohn 'Hymn of Praise
Thiswas the Society's 75th Anniversary Concert
November |Fauré 'Cantique de Jean Racine & Requiem', Mozart 'Solemnn Vespers' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2008 | April Jenkins The Armed Man' and Vivaldi's 'Gloria' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Rutter 'Magnificat', Vaughan Williams 'Fantasia on Christmas Carols, Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2009 | April Haydn ‘The Creation' Regal Theatre Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Bach 'Christmas Oratorio' & Carols for all Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2010|March Karl Jenkins 'Stabat Mater, Palladio, and excerpts from 'The Armed Man' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Charpentier 'Messe de Minuit', Rutter carols, Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2011 | April ANight at the Opera Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Jenkins 'Stella Natalis' and Carols for all Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2012 March Stainer 'Crucifiction' and Peterson 'No Greater Love' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
November |Handel 'Messiah' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2013 |March Howard Goodall 'Eternal Light' & Gounod 'Messe Solonelle de Sainte Cecile' |Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
July Patriotic Proms [incuding Fantasia on British Sea Songs] Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
[Minehead & Exmoor Music Festival event]
November | Fauré 'Requiem, Rossini 'Stabat Mater' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2014 |March An evening of Lloyd Webber [including 'Joseph'] Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Vivaldi 'Magnificat' and Haydn 'Te Deum' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2015|March Mendelssohn 'Elijah' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
November | A Night at the Opera & Orff's Carmina Burana Regal Theatre Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2016 |March Mozart 'Requiem' , Vivaldi 'Gloria' and Fauré 'Cantique de Jean Racine' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
November |Handel 'Messiah' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Carol Praise [fund raiser for mobile Chemotherapy unit] St.Michael's Marcus Capel Sue Donovan




2017 |March Mozart 'Solemn Vespers' & Missa Brevisin D', Peterson 'No Greater Love' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
November [Opera Highlights & Puccini 'Messa di Gloria Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2018 |March Jenkins 'The Armed Man' and Elgar 'The Spirit of England' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
In 2022 David Lowman handed over the archive to Minehead Museum where it remained until Spring 2025
and was then transferred to the South West archive at Taunton.
The archive has been expanded recently by Rosemary Boaz.
2018 |[Winter Concert cancelled as Musical Director indisposed
2019 |March Choral Classics and Handel 'Messiah' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
December |Jenkins 'Stella Natalis' and Carols for all Methodist Church Marcus Capel Sue Donovan
2020 Concerts were cancelled during the Covid 19 Pandemic
2021 |November [Andrew Lloyhd Webber, 'Joseph'aand other songs Methodist Church Marcus Capel David Pitts
2022 |April Choral Classics Methodist Church Marcus Capel Angela Morecroft
November |Selected choruses from Messiah, and Vivaldi 'Gloria’ Methodist Church Marcus Capel Angela Morecroft
2023 |March Jenkins 'Stabat Mater' and Choral Classics Methodist Church Marcus Capel Angela Morecroft
November | An evening of Christmas Music Methodist Church Marcus Capel Angela Morecroft
2024 |April Fauré 'Requiem’, & Goodall 'Eternal Light' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Angela Morecroft
November |Christmasis Coming. Rutter 'Magnificat' and Ramirez 'Navidad Nuestra' Methodist Church Marcus Capel Angela Morecroft




